WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1. A l^d for use in connection with a container or 
container cap leaving an inwardly extending ledge that forms 
a valve seat anaydefines an opening for egress of container 
contents therethrough, the lid comprising: 

a gasket havir^ a diameter that is larger than the 
opening, and having 

a central p^iel that is made' of a flexible 
elastomer, and 

a flange that o\s engageable with the valve seat; 

and 

a support that support^ said central panel of said 
gasket, said support being sustainable kJy a surface of the 
container or container cap and\ when so sustained, said 
support being capable of positioning ^aicjl|' gasket against 
the valve seat of the cap, 

wherein said central panel of\ saiJi/gasTTet is capable 
of flexing and stretching to allow )i portion of said flange 
to be displaced from the valve seat w^ien downward pressure 
is applied against a portion of said v^ll of said gasket. 



2. The lid of claim 1, wherein sai^ flexible 
elastomer has a durometer from about 30 t& about 50 Shore 
A. 

3. The lid of claim 1, wherein said suj^port is rigid 
and when said downward pressure is applied aga\nst said 
gasket, said central panel of said gasket contacts said 
rigid support and a portion of said central pane\ of said 
gasket flexes downward from said rigid support. 
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4. The lid of\claim 1, wherein said support is rigid 
and when said downward pressure is applied against said 
gasket, said central parcel of said gasket contacts said 
rigid support and a portioq of ^kiti central panel of said 
gasket stretches downward fr^m qaifl rigid support, 

5. The lid of claim 1, whe\ein said support is rigid, 
and said support has a rigid beariXq surface under said 
gasket, such that when said downward\pressure is applied 
against said gasket, a portion of saidVentral panel of 
said gasket contacts said bearing surface\and stretches 
downward over said bearing surface, 



S^>^^^ *^ 6. A lip-open\ble lid for use in connection with a 

cap for a container, \he cap having a skirt and an inwardly 
j extending ledge that fo^ms a valve seat and defines an 

; sa opening, the lid comprising : 

;fl a gasket having 

% an upstanding lip-^ngageable wall, said wall 

"J having a diameter and height uhat allows it to fit upward 

through the opening and beyond nhe ledge, 

a central panel radiall\ inward of said wall, 
and comprised of a flexible elastomer; and 

a flange extending outward\from said wall and 
being engageable with said valve seat/* 

a rigid support that supports said\:entral panel of 
said gasket, said support having 
a base, 

a central section connected to sai& base, and 
liquid flow openings extending through said 
support, said base being sustainable by a surface of the 
cap or the container and, when so sustained, saiov support 
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being capable of positioning said upper surface of said 
flange of said gasket against said valve seat of said cap; 
and 

means for securing saidNcentral panel of said gasket 
to said central section of saick support, 

wherein said flexible elastomer Mexes and stretches to 
allow a portion of said flange to Exe displaced from said 
valve seat when lip pressure is applied against an adjacent 
portion of said wall of said gasket. 



\. The lid of claim wherein said lip-engageable 
wall is rigid. 

^. The lid of claim \, wherein said lip-engageable 
wall is comprised of flexible elastomer. 

,5^. The lid of claim wherein said lip-engageable 
wall is annular. 

'3^. The lid of claim wherein said flange is 
comprised of flexible elastomer. 

* ? 

^tSJ. . The lid of claim 5sQ, wherein said flexible 
elastomer of said flange has a durometer of from about 10 
to about 70. 



mater: 



12. The lid of clar*n G^Nwherein said flange in 
ial for rigidifying saia flange. 



eludes 



<= *0^b.O? w ^ The lid of claim\2, wherein said rigidifying 

material comprises a flexible N^lastomer having a durometer 
of from about 70 to about 90. 
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14. The lid of a^^a0j^l2, wherein said rigidifying 
material comprises an anxiular ring that is joined to said 
flange. 

^)^)? , 15. The lid of claim ^(^, wherein said flange includes 

an upstanding peripheral annuISar sealing bead for improved 
sealing of said flange to the v aj_ve seat. 

1^. The lid of claim wherein said securing means 
comprises part of said gasket. 

j JS^. The lid of claim P^, wherein said securing means 

=3 is comprised of flexible elastomer. 

J The lid of claim is? , wherein said central panel 

'I has a central portion, and wherein said securing means that 

comprises part of said gasket is integral with and depends 
i from said central portion. 



i2- vU 

r^. The lid of claim >Q, 



wherein said securing means 
,!af that comprises part of said gasket includes a trunk that 

has means for engaging structure of said support. 

3sQ . The lid of claim jS§, wherein said securing means 
that comprises part of said support includes means, on said 
central section of said support, for engaging said engaging 
means of said gasket. 

* (AS ^> 21. A lip-openable\container, comprising: 

a container body\for containing liquids and 
having an open top end; 
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a removable cap hermetically sealed to said container 
body about rts said open top end, said cap having a 
depending skirst with a ledge that extends radially inward 
from said skirt\ forms a valve seat and defines a central 
opening; and \ 

a removable lrp-openable lid for sealing said central 
opening of said capAsaid lid comprising 

a gasket havsing 

an upstanding, lip-engageable wall, said 
wall being disposed with\n said central opening and 
extending upward beyond said ledge, 

a flexible cfentral panel radially inward of 
and communicating with said ^all, said central panel being 
comprised of a flexible elastomer and having an integral 
flexible member that depends f Am said central panel, and 

a peripheral flange extending outward from 
said wall and having an upper surface, and 

a rigid support that supports said central panel 
of said gasket and maintains said flartge in normal sealing 
engagement with said valve seat, said Vigid support 
comprising \ 

a base, \ 

a central section, and \ 

liquid flow openings extending through said 
support, said base being maintained in position by being in 
contact with a surface of said container or 2iaid cap, said 
central panel of said gasket and said centralVsection of 
said support each having securing means that ane engaged 
with each other and flexibly secure said gasketYto said 
support, \ 

said central panel of said gasket being capaMe of 
flexing and stretching downwardly in an area radiai\ly 
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inward of said wall o\ said gasket to allow a portion of 
said upper surface of said flange to be displaced from said 
valve seat when lip pressure is applied against an adjacent 
portion of said wall of saic Ngasket . . 

^ & 

> 8s^. The container of claim zsl, wherein said central 
panel has a central portion, and wherein said flexible 
member that depends from said central portion comprises a 
trunk that includes said securing means of said gasket. 

2<^. The container of claim 2s£, wherein said central 
portion of said gasket has an undersurface and said trunk 
has a neck with an annular radially inwardly concavely 
curved surface extending between said undersurface and said 
securing means. 

' 2^- T ^ e container of claim wherein said securing 

means of said trunk includes retaining means disposed about 
said trunk for engaging structure of said support. 



I 2 - & 

2^. The container of claim 2*4, 



wherein said securing 
means of said central section of said support includes a 
hub with engaging means that engages said retaining means 
of said trunk and flexibly secures said gasket to said 
support . 

2s§. The container of claim. wherein said hub 
includes an annular convex arcuate bearing surface that 
engages said concavely curved surface of said trunk and 
facilitates flexing of said central panel downward and 
radially outward of said annular bead. 
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X7 . The rnntainpr of fl^-im yoi_ 



3^7. The container of claim 2^), wherein said central 
section of said support has a rigid bearing surface 
positioned under said central panel of said gasket, such 
that when said downward pressure is applied against said 
wall, an adjacent portion of said central panel of said 
gasket contacts said bearing surface and flexes downward 
about a portion of said bearing surface to displace said 
flange from said valve seat. 

The container of claim wherein said central 

section of said support has a rigid bearing surface 
positioned under said central panel of said gasket, such 
that when said downward pressure is applied against said 
wall, an adjacent portion of said central panel of said 
gasket contacts said bearing surface and stretches 
downward from said bearing surface to displace said flange 
from said valve seat. 

41 lif 

z^. The container of claim ,24, wherein, when said 
downward pressure is applied against said wall, said 
central panel of said gasket contacts said rigid support 
and is stretched downward over said rigid support to 
displace said flange from said valve seat. 

-it 

X^. The container of claim 2^, wherein said securing 
means of said support includes upstanding rigid structure 
with openings therethrough and said securing means of said 
gasket includes portions of said central panel of said 
gasket that extend through said openings and engage said 
rigid structure. 
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. The container of claim 2^, wherein said trunk of 
said gasket has a dead end bore extending upward into said 
trunk, and said lid includes a rigid plug having a stem 
that is seated inside said bore of said trunk, said stem 
having a diameter that is greater than the diameter of said 
bore, such that said stem compresses said trunk against 
said hub and improves the engagement of said retaining 
means of said gasket to said support, 

3^. The container of claim wherein said wall of 

said gasket is rigid. 

^ ft 

3<5 . The container of claim 24, wherein said wall of 
said gasket is comprised of a flexible elastomer. 

The container of claim wherein said wall of 

said gasket is annular. 

3^. The container of claim 3s£, wherein said rigid 
wall of said gasket is annular and has a lower portion with 
a radially inwardly extending lip to which said flexible 
central panel of said gasket is attached. 

The container of claim wherein said rigid 

wall of said gasket is annular and has a lower portion with 
a radially outwardly extending lip, said lip having a layer 
of an elastomer thereon and forming a portion of said upper 
surface of said flange. 

J^. The lid of claim wherein said flange is 

comprised of flexible elastomer. 
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.3^. The lid of claim 3^, wherein said flexible 
elastomer of said flange has a durometer of from about 10 
to about 70. 

39. The lid of c^iitK21 f wherein said flange includes 
material for rigidif yingVsaNrd flange. 



C^ # C^> 40. The lid of claiVa 39, wherein said rigidif ying 

material comprises a flexible elastomer having a durometer 



of from about 70 to about 90 



41. The lid of c^airry^39 , wherein said rigidif ying 
material comprises an anmsu^r ring that is joined to said 
flange . 



*3^b t 0^> 42. The lid of claiirk41, wherein said annular ring is 
comprised of a flexible elasHpmer having a durometer of 
about 80. 



43. The lid of claim 38 , wherein said flange includes 
an upstanding peripheral annular sealing bead for improved 
sealing of said flange to the valve seat 
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